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Discourse markers can be used to show a relationship 
between two sentences, or parts of a sentence. This can  
be cause, effect, emphasis, contrast, or comparison.

New language  Linking information

Vocabulary  Family history

New skill  Talking about relationships

KEY LANGUAGE INFORMAL LINKING DISCOURSE MARKERS
Some discourse markers are mostly used  
in informal writing and speech.

Using discourse markers

Shows cause.

Shows effect.

Shows emphasis.

Shows contrast.

Shows comparison.

TIP
To emphasize the  

relationship between  
words when speaking, you  

can add stress to the 
discourse marker.
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REWRITE THESE PAIRS OF SENTENCES USING THE DISCOURSE MARKERS  
TO CONNECT THEM

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MATCH THE PAIRS OF PICTURES 
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KEY LANGUAGE FORMAL LINKING DISCOURSE MARKERS
Some discourse markers are used most often 
in formal writing and speaking situations.

Shows contrast.

Shows cause.

Shows effect.

Shows emphasis.

Shows comparison.

FILL IN THE GAPS USING FORMAL DISCOURSE MARKERS
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CHECKLIST

 Linking information   Family history   Talking about relationships  

SAY EACH SENTENCE OUT LOUD, USING THE MOST APPROPRIATE  
DISCOURSE MARKER

READ THE ADVERTISEMENT  
AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
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